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UD RANKS AMONG TOP CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES
IN NEW' AMERICA'S BEST COLLEGES'
DAYTON, Ohio- The University of Dayton ran.l.cs runong the top Cat.ltolic universities
and colleges in the country, according to the new issue of America's Best Colleges from U.S. News

and World Report.
"We're always pleased to be recognized by U.S. News and World Report," said Chris
Munoz, vice president for enrollment management. "These general rankings can help students
narrow their range of choices as they begin the college selection process."
He advises high school students and their parents to use the list as a starting point.
"We're proud to be ranked as a national leader in Catholic higher education, but we also know
that selecting a college is about more than a list," Munoz said. "When families begin to look at
schools, they need to look at fit and mission and the quality of the overall student experience.
It's always a good idea to visit campus as one factor in making the final selection."
Strong student-centered rankings earned UD a spot in the second-highest tier of the
national ranking, which contains 78 schools, including nine other Catholic universities, listed
alphabetically. UD's high 88 percent first-year retention rate, strong 74 percent graduation rate
and small class sizes are indicators of "UD's commitment to supporting and nurturing students
from orientation through graduation," Munoz said.
As a testament to the satisfaction of alumni and the success of UD's recently wrapped
$150 million image- and fund-raising "Call to Lead" campaign, UD ranked fourth among all
Catholic universities in the national category for its alumni-giving rate. Only the University of
Notre Dame, Georgetown University and Boston College- all named in the first tier of the
rankings- have higher alumni-giving rates among Catholic universities.
The percentage of UD undergraduate alumni who have given to the University has risen
consistently over the last five years. In the fiscal year ending June 30, 1998, it was 13 percent;
rising to 20 percent in 1999; 24 percent in 2000; 26 percent in 2001; and 28 percent in 2002. The
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figure reported in the rankings, 25 percent, is based on the average of 1999-2000 and 2000-2001
academic years.
"Alumni giving is a good indicator of how graduates feel about the quality of their
degrees," said Joyce Dean, associate vice president for development at UD. "Graduates come
out of our programs wanting to invest in our success. It's a marker of how our graduates value
a UD education."
UD's School of Business Administration was also ranked among the best undergraduate
business programs, placing it in the top 50 for private universities.
Other Catholic schools in the overall second tier include Catholic University of America,
Fordham University, Loyola University Chicago, Marquette University, Seton Hall University,
St. Louis Urlversity, the University of San Diego, the University of San Francisco and the
University of St. Thomas in Minnesota.
Case Western Reserve University was the sole Ohio entry in the first tier of the rankings.
UD is joined by Miami University, Ohio State University and Ohio University in the second tier.
Criteria used in the rankings include peer assessment, retention, faculty resources,
student selectivity, financial resources, graduation rate and alumni giving.
The newsstand book, America's Best Colleges, which contains the U.S. News college
rankings, is slated to go on sale Sept. 16. Most of the rankings and some of the articles from the
book will be in the Sept. 23 issue of U.S. News & World Report, the weekly newsmagazine, which
also goes on sale Sept. 16.
-30For media interviews, contact Chris Mu:fioz at (937) 229-3717 or via e-mail at
chris.mu:noz@notes.udayton.edu and Joyce Dean at (937) 229-2557 or via e-mail at
joyce.dean@notes.udayton.edu.

